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Scholars have used the concept of the 'Komnenian 
Restoration' of Byzantium for many years, and yet the term has 
never received a critical analysis: what did the Komnenoi 
believe they were restoring? Did they achieve any of their aims, 
in what ways, and what was the legacy of their successes and 
failures?

The first symposium in Oxford last year highlighted a number 
of further themes that should be investigated, in addition to 
many other established and emerging scholars whose research 
is essential to enhancing our understanding of this crucial era 
of history, especially for Anatolia and the Balkans. Economic, 
Ecclesiastical, Foreign and Social History take centre stage in 
the sessions we have organized here.

This second symposium, held in the most appropriate location of 
Istanbul itself, will therefore bring together the research and 
people in order that the proposed handbook of research on the 
Komnenian Dynasty can coalesce. Further, a Komnenian 
research network, co-hosted by Ibn Haldun and the University 
of Oxford,  will be launched following this event. 

This is a symposium that welcomes the contributions of all, 
whether prominent scholar, early career academic, or simply 
interested party of any other sort - I have long thought that 
whenever a question is asked prefaced by “this isn't my field, 
but...” it can often throw new light on a subject, and so please 
do contribute your thoughts and questions during the event. 

Symposiarchs: 
Dr Maximilian Lau & Dr Georgios Theotokis

With special thanks to İbrahim Harun Demirel, Prof Günhan 
Börekçi and many others at Ibn Haldun University for their 
help organizing and funding this event, in addition to Prof 
Peter Frankopan and the Oxford Centre for Byzantine 
Research, the Faculty of History at the University of Oxford 
and the British Society for the Promotion of Byzantine Studies 
for funding this event. 



Day One: Friday 8th May

0900 - Registration Dershane Room
Süleymaniye Campus of Ibn Haldun

0915 - Opening Remarks Prof Günhan Börekçi 
Ibn Haldun University, Istanbul
Dr Georgios Theotokis
Ibn Haldun University, Istanbul

0930 – Session I – MATERIAL 
CULTURE & ECONOMY

The Komnenian Economy: Renewal, 
Decline, and the Fracturing of 
Byzantium
Dr Katerina Ragkou
Philipps University of Marburg

'Centre' vs. ‘Province’: Material 
Culture and New Ideals of Gender in 
the Komnenian Period
Dr Lara Frentrop
University of Heidelberg

1030 - Coffee Served outside the Dershane Room

1100 – Session II - THE KOMNENIAN 
CHURCH

[Paper Delivered Online]

Heresy and Religious Change in the 
Court of Alexios
Prof Leonora Neville
University of Wisconsin-Madison

The Ecumenical Authority of the 
Komnenian Emperor
Dr Maximilian Lau
Worcester College, University of 
Oxford

The Silence of the Archives'? The 
Komnenoi and Athos in the Twelfth 
Century.
Dr Rosemary Morris
Independent Scholar

1230 – Lunch Served outside the Dershane Room



Day One: Friday 8th May

Day Two: Saturday 9th May

1400 – Visit to Süleymaniye 
Library/Patriarchate Archives

TBC

1530 – Session III -  THE KOMENIAN 
REVOLUTION & THE ARISTOCRACY

[Paper Delivered Online]

Anna Dalassene: The Age of 
Matriarchy and the Making of 
Komnenian Byzantium — Preliminary 
Remarks
Dr Larisa Vilimonović
University of Belgrade

How the Komnenoi became Grand: The 
Politics of Surnames and the 
Formation of the Komnenian 
Aristocracy
Dr Nathan Leidholm
Bilkent University

The Transformation of Honorific 
Titulature at the Komnenian Court 
though Sigillography
Gavriil-Ioannis Boutziopoulos
University of Birmingham

1900 – Conference Dinner Deraliye Restaurant

0900 - Session IV – FOREIGN 
RELATIONS

Ignorance or Deception: The 
Role of Alexios I Komnenos 
(1081-1118) in the Initial 
Engagement Between the Fatimid 
Caliphate (909-1171) and the 
Armies of the First Crusade.
Dr İbrahim Harun Demirel
Ibn Haldun University, Istanbul

https://byzantioexplained.substack.com/



Day Two: Saturday 9th May

Session IV – FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Continued

1030 - Coffee

The Komnenoi and the Crusaders: 
Between Cooperation, Conflict and 
Literary Representation.
Dr Georgios Chatzelis
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
and Open University of Cyprus

Looking East: Historiographical 
Approaches to Byzantine–Turkish
Relations in the Comnenian period
Dr Koray Durak
Boğaziçi University

Served outside the Dershane Room

1100 – Session V – THE 
RESTORATION & ITS LEGACY

[Paper Delivered Online]

"[...] the Armenians who have become 
your liegemen": Komnenian use of soft 
power in Cilicia in the 12th century
 Dr David Neagu
Institute for South-East European 
Studies, Romanian Academy/ICUB-UB

Condominium: A “weapon” of the 
Komnenian Grand Strategy (1081-1180)
Dr Ioannis Sarantidis
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

Robert of Clari and Emperor Manuel: 
Komnenian Echoes in Latin Romania
Dr Filip van Tricht
Independent Scholar

1300 – Lunch Served outside the Dershane Room

1400 – Session VI – Roundtable & 
Future Project Discussion

1500 – Closing Remarks

1530 – Coffee & Farewell

Dr Maximilian Lau

Served outside the Dershane Room
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