
 

 
 

 
THE FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL  

BYZANTINE STUDIES CONFERENCE 
Call for Papers 

 
 
 
Submission online by: February 25, 2019, Monday, 11:59 EST  
Notification by email: March 15, 2019, Wednesday 

 

The Forty-fifth annual Byzantine Studies Conference (BSC) will be held in Madison, Wisconsin, from Thursday 
evening, October 17, through Sunday afternoon, October 20, 2019. For information on BSANA, please consult 
the BSANA website, http://www.bsana.net. 

 
 

The Local Arrangements Chairs for 2019 are Dr. Leonora Neville, from the Department of History, and Dr. 
Thomas E. A. Dale, from the Department of Art History, at the University of Wisconsin at Madison.  

 
The BSC is the annual forum for the presentation and discussion of papers on every aspect of Byzantine Studies 
and on related topics relevant to the field. Conference attendance is open to all, regardless of nationality or 
academic status.  
 
The BSC is also the occasion of the annual business meeting of the Byzantine Studies Association of North 
America (BSANA). All conference attendees are warmly encouraged to attend and participate in the annual 
BSANA business lunch and meeting, which will be conducted on Saturday, October 19th. BSANA’s officers will 
lead this meeting: 

 
 

President: Benjamin Anderson (Cornell University, Ithaca, NY) (bwa32@cornell.edu) 
Vice President: Galina Tirnanic (Oakland University, Rochester, MI) (tirnanic@oakland.edu) 
Secretary: Hannah Ewing (Rollins College, Winter Park, FL) (bsanasec@yahoo.com)    
Treasurer: Elizabeth Williams (Dumbarton Oaks) (bsana.treasurer@gmail.com)  

 
 



 

Submission Overview 
 
 

Submission Date/Time: 
February 25, 2019, Monday, 11:59 pm EST 

 
BSANA Vice President, Galina Tirnanic (tirnanic@oakland.edu), will oversee the submission 

 process and will confirm receipt of each submission. 
  

Notification Date: 
March 15, 2019, Wednesday 

 
The 2019 BSC Program Chair, Annie Labatt (alabatt@sbc.edu), will oversee the blind-review 

 process conducted by the 2019 BSC Program Committee, and will send out notifications of 
 acceptance or rejection on March 15th. 

 
Submissions, in summary, consist of:    
  A single PDF copy of the individual blind abstract (paper title only, no names of author/s), 500-word 
  maximum, formatted and submitted online according to the detailed instructions that follow. In the 
  case of abstracts proposed within an organized panel, each abstract must be submitted individually and 
  will be assessed on its own merits; see below for fuller instructions on organized panels. 
 
Successful abstracts will present all of the following to a reader well-versed in Byzantine  
 Studies writ large, but who is not an expert in your own subject: 
 

1. a clarifying and articulate introduction to your topic  
2. the major points of your argument, and an overview of the evidence supporting your argument 
3. a convincing statement on the significance of your work  
4. the conclusions you propose 

 
Commitment to Present-Accepted Abstracts 
Your submission and its acceptance represent a commitment from you to present the paper in person at the 2019 
BSC. Those who cannot attend must withdraw no later than June 1, 2019.  
 
Failure to notify the Program Committee in a timely fashion will adversely affect future chances to present at 
the BSC.  
 
BSC Presenters Must Have Current BSANA Membership 
To deliver your paper at the 2019 BSC, you must be a current member of BSANA in good standing. If speakers 
are not members in good standing by the beginning date of the conference, they will not be permitted to present. 
To join or renew your BSANA membership, consult the website: http://www.bsana.net. 

 
 



 

BSC Blind Review Process  
 

 
All members of the 2019 Program Committee will review each abstract: 

Elena Boeck, DePaul University, Art History 
Jeff Brubaker, SUNY Geneseo, History 
Craig Gibson, University of Iowa, Classics 
Anthony Kaldellis, Ohio State University, Classics 
Annie Labatt, Sweet Briar College, Art History, Program Committee Chair 

  Thomas Lecaque, Grand View University, History 
Brenda Llewelyn Ihssen, Pacific Lutheran University, Religion 
Jordan Pickett, University of Georgia at Athens, Classics 
Luis Sales, Scripps College, Religion 

 
The review process is anonymous; all personal information is removed by the BSANA Vice President before 
the abstracts are read and reviewed. The committee has no knowledge of a speaker’s overall record to date, or 
past work on the specific topic treated in the abstract. Thus, critical for success in the review process is a 
strong abstract, covering all of the four criteria: 
 
  (1) a clarifying and articulate introduction to your topic 

(2) the major points of your argument, and an overview of the evidence supporting your argument 
(3) a convincing statement on the significance of your work 
(4) the conclusions you propose 

 
 

Please also keep in mind that all of the readers of your abstract, the nine members of the 2019 Program 
 Committee, are unlikely to have in-depth knowledge of your specific topic of research, or of your larger area of 
 study. As indicated above, the areas of expertise of committee members range across several disciplines. One or 
 more of these readers are unlikely to be expert in the chronological period with which you are dealing, or the 
 historiographic or special issues involved in your field of scholarship.  
 
 

 
  

 
 

 



 

Abstract Overview and Online Submission 

 
 
All proposed papers must be substantially original and never have been published or presented previously in 
a public forum. Each contributor may deliver only one paper; presentations must be made in person.  
 
We accept abstracts and papers in English or French.   
 
Organized panels may also be proposed; see instructions below. The 2019 BSC Program Chair will group 
accepted papers into conference sessions, with the expectation that many sessions will be 
interdisciplinary. The session topics in the final program will depend on the subjects represented in 
accepted submissions. 
 
Accepted abstracts will be published in the Byzantine Studies Conference’s annual Abstracts of Papers.  
 
Submission of the accepted abstract for publication constitutes agreement to present the paper at the 
conference. Follow the Instructions for Preparation of the Abstract to facilitate its publication. BSANA has no 
paid staff; failure to prepare the abstract carefully will make it impossible to publish. 

 
 
 

Online Method of Submission. 
BSANA is using for the third time an online submission method: Easy Chair, a free software used across the 
globe by over 50,000 conferences and universities to date. The abstract will now be submitted with title only (a 
blind abstract) and must be uploaded as a PDF file. 

 
Detailed instructions for uploading your abstract are provided here at the end. 

 
BSANA Vice President Galina Tirnanic (tirnanic@oakland.edu) will oversee the submission process and 
will confirm receipt of your submission. 

 
 

 



 

Instructions for Preparation of the Abstract 

Fundamentals. 
The maximum word count for this abstract is 500 words. 
Your document must be composed in Microsoft Word, and saved in final form as a PDF. 
Margins: one inch at the top and bottom, 0.75 inches at each side. 
Font: Times New Roman, 12 point. 
Line Spacing: Single spaced. 

 
Title. 
The title line(s) must be in Boldface, centered at the top of the page. 
Titles may not be longer than two lines. 
Capitalize only the first letters of words in the title. 
Do not put your title in quotation marks or underline your title. 
Skip one line (i.e., double space) before the first line of the body of the abstract. 

 
Style Considerations. 
If your paper is a study based on a particular manuscript, consider citing the MS in your abstract title as a 

help to scholars when they search our abstracts for previous studies of MSS. 
Please follow the Bulletin Codicologique convention for proper citation of manuscripts (in abstract titles or in the 

body of your abstract). 
 
Greek. 
The PDF submission format is designed to avoid problems arising from the use of different Greek fonts.  

 
Abstract Text. 
Please write your abstract text flush left; do not use the right-hand margin justification. 
Indent first lines of each paragraph five spaces. 
Leave one empty line between paragraphs. 
Do not use footnotes. If you need to include a citation, put it within your text in parentheses. 
Please do NOT use the future tense (“This paper will investigate...”).  
Italicize titles and words in foreign languages. 
Quotations and titles in foreign alphabets other than Greek should be transliterated. 
Avoid using tables or diagrams in the abstract. Photographs cannot be reproduced. 



 

 
Instructions for Organized Panel Proposals 

The BSC welcomes proposals for whole panels. Each paper author in the proposed organized panel 
prepares and submits an individual abstract. 

Each PDF abstract submission in an organized session is to exclude all participant names, e.g. all 
speakers and all organizers. 

To indicate membership in a proposed panel, each author selects “paper in an organized panel” from the 
Easy Chair pull-down menu, and then provides the panel title, and the name and email of the panel 
organizer/s. This is followed by the panel’s summary (no longer than 300 words), to include an overview of 
the topic, the panel’s format (such as a debate, papers followed by a discussion, or a traditional session of 
papers), and the reasons for covering this topic as a prearranged, whole session.  
 
All participants in the panel (the organizer as well as the speakers) will be notified of the proposal’s receipt by 
BSANA Vice President, Galina Tirnanic.   
 
Notice of the Program Committee’s final decision on each abstract will be made in the usual way. 
 
If the organized panel is accepted in part or whole, then the organizer/s may also propose a session chair; 
please note that the session chair cannot also be a speaker in the panel. This information will be gathered 
after the initial review process. 

 
In the event that most, but not all, of the papers in a panel are accepted, the Program Chair will alert the organizer 
and will make every effort to keep the remaining accepted papers together. If the majority of the proposed papers 
in a panel are rejected, then an accepted abstract will be placed elsewhere in the conference program (unless 
otherwise indicated by the author/s). 

 
 
 

Instructions for Undergraduates Seeking to Present Papers 
 
Undergraduate submissions should follow the above instructions for single- and organized panel-sessions. 
 
In 2019, given sufficient interest and if research projects are at a stage appropriate for public presentation, the 
BSC will experiment with an all-undergraduate panel on the Thursday afternoon of the conference, October 
17th. Thus, proposals from potential speakers who self-identify as undergraduates in Easy Chair will be 
evaluated by the Program Committee using the recognized criteria discussed above. 

 
 Potential undergraduate speakers are not eligible for BSANA travel funding; they are encouraged to seek 
 travel support from their home institutions.



 

ONLINE SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

I. Create your free user account in Easy Chair, 4 steps 
https://easychair.org/account/signup.cgi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Upload Your Blind Abstract as a PDF 
 

Use the direct link https://easychair.org/conferences/?conf=bsc2019, or search for “BSC2019” under the 
complete list of conferences. *Please do not be diverted to “BSC 2019,” the 30th Biennial Symposium on 
Communications. 

 
- Click on “New Submission” in upper left corner 
- As “Author” record personal information (name, email, title, home institution/organization).  
- Cut and paste into the boxes “Title” and “Abstract-500 words.” 
- You may submit as a single author, or co-author with one or more colleagues. 
- Select several words to describe the content of your abstract, e.g. literature, history, religion, art history, 

and/or archaeology; Rus’, Constantinople, Sicily, etc.; poetry, Anastasis, textiles, collecting, etc. This is a 
default function in the system but will help the Program Committee create coherent panels. 

-  **MOST IMPORTANTLY YOU MUST UPLOAD YOUR PROPERLY FORMATTED BLIND 
ABSTRACT AS A PDF FILE USING THE PDF FUNCTION AT THE BOTTOM OF THE 
SUBMISSION PAGE. SEE DIRECTIONS IN PRECEDING PAGES ON FORMATTING FOR 
PUBLICATION. This ensures your abstract’s inclusion in the published Book of Abstracts, and the 
correct rendering of Greek in the abstract. 

- An abstract submitted before the February 25 deadline can be modified later on, up until the final hour of 
submission: log-in and click on "My submissions." The menu on the right will assist you with submission 
modification. 
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II. Upload Your Blind Abstract - Screen Shots of Submission Template 
 

 

 
  



 

 


